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winsome maiden, it might be said that Lord Eldon
was now performing a part like that of the high-born
Scottish damsel, renowned in the history of Scotland,
who made of her slender arm a bolt to hold the King's
door against the fierce conspirators who were batter-
ing from the outside, well knowing th|it that frail
barricade must be splintered and smashed without
delaying for half a moment the entrance of the
traitors. Yet Lord Eldon might have been com-
forted if he could only have known that although
the Bill was destined to pass, it would, at all events,
be made in itself an instrument to maintain for a
little longer a system of intolerance which was
probably not in Lord Eldon's mind when he was
denouncing the admission of Dissenters to civil
office, and foretelling, as a consequence, the admis-
sion of Roman Catholics. One of the Bishops
proposed to add to the new form of oath certain
words proclaiming a belief in our common Chris-
tianity. Accordingly, after much debate, the words
were inserted " on the true faith of a Christian."
One of the peers who bore an honoured name, Lord
Holland, entered his protest on the books of the
House against this so-called amendment. It should
be explained that by ancient usage, a Member of the
House of Peers has the right of recording on the
books of that House his protest against any particu-
lar decision, and his reasons for protesting ; while
no such custom prevails, or right exists, in the House
of Commons. The protests of the Lords, therefore,
form an interesting and important part of our parlia-
mentary history ; they note the growth, very slow